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SS Yongala 21— 25" Sept 2007

In 1911, the SS Yongala sank carrying 122 passengers, a horse named Moonsbihé tam$ of cargo. The Yongala was last seen
steaming toward the eye of a cyclone that was to be the deé&ellfpifaall on board but that didn’t stop six enthusiastic Sydney-sider:
wanting to explore the wreck that lies in 33m of water and returnitigetexact location of an underwater graveyard. With a blue sky an
water temp at 2&, underneath lay a smorgasbord of marine life living on the wreck.

After two days ofdiving on pretty coral reefs, we had plenty
of fantastic photo opportunities. We experienced abundant sea
lie and explored colorful bommies. We came to anchor at the
SS Yongala dive site on dawn of thé 8ay. The very first
thing | noticed was the huge sea turtle coming up for air. The
water was a turquoise blue and | could hardly believe my eyes.
All | could do was smile. This was amazing and totally un-
spoilt. We had run through the safety guidelines & dive site
the previous night so we could get straight into the water in the
morning. The crew on board was very organized, giving effi-
cient diving briefs of where to spot the locals. The marine life
was truly spectacular encountering a large blue spotted eagle
ray, a man-sized potato cod hanging in the distance, giant tre-
vally cutting their way through schools ofbait fish, and there
was just thousands of fish at every blink of your eye. Our last
evening was spent in Townsville where we met up to enjoy a
beverage with the crew & fellow divers for our final supper
together.

One memory that lingers in my mind, beside the ocean creatuegisagrd small, is the tragedy ofthe Yongala. What a now heauti
and respected memorial to those people. Its certainly one of theivestyou can do.

Sharon Wells
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